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Abstract

On 4 May 2000 the European Parliament approved the Electronic
Commerce Directive,1 followed by the European Parliament
without amendment on 28 February, perhaps persuaded that
speed was imperative. Publication in the Official Journal followed
on 17 June, and member states must implement the Directive into
national law before 17 January 2002.2

The Department of Trade and Industry has already indicated
that the UK will need to take a number of actions to ensure
compliance with the Directive.3 The DTI expects to conduct an
internal government consultation on the options for
implementation of the Directive in summer–autumn 2000 before
launching a public consultation exercise later this year (Table 1).

Table1: Provisional timescale

Summer–autumn 2000 Government interdepartmental consultation on implementation of
the Directive

Autumn 2000 Launch of public consultation on implementation of the Directive

Spring 2001 Response to public consultation including an outline of
implementation strategy and proposals for legislative change

Intentions behind the Directive
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Liability of intermediary service providers
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