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In expressing my humble gratitude to the following individuals and institutions, 
I must begin by acknowledging the connection between my upbringing and this 
book. I was born and raised in a small, unassuming neighborhood near Kyoto Uni-
versity, where I learned more about the diversity and complexity of Japanese so-
ciety than I did at the private Japanese elementary school I attended. While I was 
educated in the proper Japanese way of speaking and behaving at school, another 
important source of my acculturation was through playing and fighting with 
neighboring children, including those who attended ethnic Korean schools. It was 
only in my adolescent years that I became aware of the underlying discrimina-
tion against our burakumin and Korean neighbors. Conscientious people like Sōhō 
Machida, who was a practicing Buddhist monk at the time, clued my family in to 
the fact that branch offices of the Buraku Liberation League and the Korean 
Residents Union (Mindan) were located just down the street. At the same time, 
A-Eon Wang, Dae-In Cha, and other close friends impressed upon me the impor-
tance of their strong sense of ethnic identity as zainichi Koreans in Japan. Together, 
they helped raise my awareness of various struggles for equality, human rights, and 
social justice in Japan, despite the mainstream discourses on Japanese homoge-
neity and pacifism that dominated the era of high-speed economic growth.

My brother Jon drew me into the study of Chinese civilization, as I followed 
him to Princeton University, where we each developed a broader, regional exper-
tise in East Asia. Dedicated linguists such as Chih-p’ing Chou and Naiying Yuan 
made learning Mandarin Chinese fun and exciting, including an intensive 
summer language program in Beijing. My growing interest in Korea led to an-
other summer language program, this time in Seoul. Upon returning to Prince
ton, I was grateful to my Korean language instructors, especially Gwee-Sook 
Kim, for not being easy on me just because I was the only non-Korean student in 
class. A yearlong study abroad program at Kyushu University afforded the op-
portunity to learn from Ishikawa Shōji, who convinced me to focus on Okinawa 
in a term paper I wrote on the US-Japan alliance. His gentle encouragement to 
overcome the sensitive nature of modern Okinawan history inspired me to think 

Acknowledgments



viii    Acknowledgments

more critically about its position within the bilateral security alliance. During 
my undergraduate training in political science, Kent Calder helped me to under-
stand that any significant analysis of contemporary affairs cannot be completely 
understood without placing it into its proper historical context. Although I took 
this a step further and switched my field of study to history, he still graciously 
invited me to join him in leading a group of Princeton students to Okinawa in 
their study on the military base problem.

Columbia’s modern East Asian history program offered an excellent venue to 
further expand my intellectual horizons, while preparing for a career in academia. 
Carol Gluck’s passion for Japanese history helped ignite what she calls the “fire in 
the belly,” which served as the driving force throughout my graduate studies. Tire-
lessly counseling, coaxing, and scolding (deservedly), she has remained my lifelong 
mentor. Henry Smith was like a father figure who knew just the right combina-
tion of recognizing both strengths and weaknesses, while also demanding at-
tention to areas of expected improvement; I am glad that, in commenting on my 
MA thesis, he drove home the message that comparative studies are meaningless 
if they end up simply as a sum of similarities and differences. Charles Armstrong 
stimulated insightful ways of thinking about North and South Korea, while 
deepening my understanding of their inseparable connection to Japanese colo-
nialism. Matthew Connelly introduced me to innovative approaches to interna-
tional and transnational history, and our discussions provided the basis for some 
of the ideas in my dissertation. I learned a great deal from my sempai at Colum-
bia’s study group in modern Japanese history, including Lori Watt, Sarah Kovner, 
Ian Miller, Aaron Skabelund, Nicole Cohen, Lee Pennington, and Dennis Frost. 
Others deserving recognition for both their intellect and comradery are Federico 
Marcon, Eric Han, Se-Mi Oh, Charles Kim, Tom Mullaney, Adam Clulow, Reto 
Hofmann, Alyssa Park, and Cheehyung Kim.

The research and writing of my dissertation were made possible by the gener-
osity of a number of fellowship programs. Columbia’s Weatherhead East Asia In-
stitute provided financial support for preliminary research at the National Diet 
Library and the Okinawa Prefectural Archives in Japan. The Fulbright IIE Gradu
ate Research Fellowship funded the first year of my multiarchival research in Ja-
pan and Korea. I am grateful to David Satterwhite of the Fulbright Program for 
granting an extension to the fellowship. The Japan Society for the Promotion of 
Science funded the second year of my research. The Weatherhead Institute’s Ju
nior Fellowship in Japan Studies enabled me to focus on completing my disserta-
tion during my final year at Columbia.

Many individuals provided invaluable advice and assistance along the way. Ja-
son Karlin and Fujiwara Kiichi kindly served as my sponsors at Tokyo University’s 
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Institute of Social Science, which gave me ready access to a rich environment of 
human and material resources. Nakano Toshio of the Tokyo University of For-
eign Studies invited me to join an interdisciplinary study group called the Post-
war East Asia Project. Engaged discussions with participating members helped 
form the framework for my research project on postwar East Asia. Tobe Hideaki 
introduced me to the wonderful library collection at Hosei University’s Institute 
for Okinawan Studies, and Choi Deokhyo helped me navigate the library of the 
Japan-Korea Cultural Foundation in Tokyo. Suzuki Kumi arranged for me to join 
another study group on the history of zainichi Koreans, which allowed me to pre
sent my work and publish an article in its journal. I owe many thanks to Higuchi 
Yūichi for taking me to visit the History Museum of Koreans in Japan located in 
Tokyo and the Fureaikan in Kawasaki City, where I met many first-generation 
Korean residents who shared their immigrant experiences. My research trips to 
Okinawa provided abundant materials as well as fresh insights, thanks in large 
part to the guidance of Ishihara Masaie of Okinawa International University and 
Gabe Masaaki of Ryukyu University. During my last two months in Japan, Mizuno 
Naoki of Kyoto University’s Institute for Research in Humanities acted as my ad-
visor, and he proved to be a treasure trove of information and sources that I have 
benefited from.

The Northeast Asia History Fellowship at Stanford University’s Asia-Pacific 
Research Center made for a wonderful year of further research and writing, in 
addition to gaining invaluable experiences in organizing events and devising 
classes. I am indebted to Gi-Wook Shin and Dan Sneider for trusting me to plan 
for and execute a four-part colloquium series on a topic that remains close to my 
heart: the American role in Northeast Asian reconciliation over historical dis-
putes. Bill Underwood and David Palmer showed me how to moderate heated 
debates over such sensitive issues as the use of forced labor in wartime Japan. They 
also taught me that a conscientious historian must not avoid contentious issues 
from the past, but rather should promote active research and constructive dia-
logue to better understand the roots of present problems. Mark Peattie kindly 
counseled me on knowing both my obligations and rights as a junior scholar in 
my pending teaching position, and Jun Uchida offered practical advice on how to 
prepare my book manuscript.

Since joining the faculty at Kyushu University, generous departmental fund-
ing has allowed me to make frequent research trips to Tokyo, Naha, and Seoul, 
resulting in two new chapters for my manuscript. This has led to my self-indulgent 
reliance on Asano Toyomi, Kawashima Shin, Choi Youngho, and Chong Young-
hwan, who have always made time to answer my multiple research queries. Mem-
bers of the Korean History Research Association in Japan provided me with 
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critical feedback on my work in progress, and I am especially grateful to Yun 
Geoncha for driving home his message that decolonization is an ongoing process 
for zainichi Koreans. Supportive senior colleagues such as Mizoguchi Koji made 
me feel right at home in Fukuoka, while junior colleagues including Kobayashi 
Ryosuke and Ono Yasuteru constantly remind me of the payoff for the meticu-
lous, empirical research of Japanese scholarship.

I wish to express my gratitude to all those who assisted me in the develop-
ment of this book. Tessa Morris-Suzuki, whose scholarship served as a major 
source of inspiration, always provided insightful comments and advice each time 
I met her in New York, Tokyo, and Canberra. Oguma Eiji’s critical feedback helped 
to shape my thinking at a formative stage of my research. I learned much from 
suggestions made by commentators at a number of workshops and confer-
ences, including Naoki Sakai, Barak Kushner, Kobayashi Tomoko, and Kim 
Chanjeong. I am also grateful to Mark Selden, Steven Rabson, and Mark Caprio 
for discussing various aspects of my research and writing.

I credit Ross Yelsey and Ariana King at Columbia’s Weatherhead East Asia In-
stitute for helping me get through the learning curve of how to get my manu-
script published. The detailed and constructive comments provided by the two 
anonymous reviewers were invaluable for revising and improving my manuscript. 
I am eternally grateful to Micah Auerback for reading, editing, commenting, and 
responding to all my requests as I prepared to submit the final product. I can only 
hope that they will be pleased with the results when they receive copies of the book. 
Special thanks are in order to Eric Van Slander and Holly Reed at the National 
Archives and Records Administration for identifying and providing photos for 
the book, including the cover. Masako Ikeda and her team of editors at the Uni-
versity of Hawai‘i Press also deserve praise for their knowledge, assistance, and 
professionalism.

My deepest and most heartfelt gratitude is reserved for my family. With his 
lifelong passion for learning, traveling, and engaging with people from around 
the world, my father has always served as the main source of my inspiration. I 
can never thank my mother enough for her boundless love, understanding, en-
couragement, and for believing in me, even when I had my doubts. Finally, I owe 
everything to my beloved wife, Shu-Lin, for putting up with me, for making so 
many sacrifices, and for seeing me through the completion of this project. I look 
forward to our next, joint project of imparting our understanding and apprecia-
tion for internationalism and multiculturalism to our children, leading Aidan and 
Dylan to become globe-trotting citizens of the world!


