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“Teamwork makes the dream work.” This
motto holds undeniably true for this particular occasion. To bring
into life a historical enterprise of this kind, a great many people have
brought in their labor, to all of whom we are grateful. We first discussed
the idea for this book eight years ago over a dinner at an Indian restau-
rant in Florence. Sitting in the midst of the colorful and earthen colors
of Haveli, we came up with the idea of editing a volume on the religious
history of medieval Italy. We drew up a list of topics to be included in
this book and paired them with the scholars whom we thought would
deliver an excellent discussion of that topic.

We were not mistaken. We owe tremendous thanks and gratitude to
the marvelous team of contriburtors to this book, all of them distin-
guished scholars in their field. It was not an easy task we asked them
to do, which was to give an overview of the important historical and
historiographical points on these vast topics complete with a bibliogra-
phy for further reading. They all generously agreed and delivered their
chapters in due time. We would like to thank them all not just for their
contributions, but also for their patience as the work proceeded over
the years slowly amid teaching and administrative duties and family
obligations, with a big disruption during the years of the pandemic.
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them, scholars of medieval history will recognize the names of William
North and George Ferzoco, both of them exemplary scholars and per-
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ness to be involved in this project. Carolyn Quijano, whom I (Nesli) am
very proud to call my PhD student, contributed two translations. Hil-
ary Siddons has been an example of kindness and professional prowess,
translating two chapters and lending her expert knowledge of Ttalian in
other chapters as well. We would also like to thank to Lochlin Brouil-
liard, who translated the only chapter written in French.
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ing us the wonderful cover. Together, they traveled to the site of the me-
dieval Pieve of Romena in Tuscany, and David, an amazingly talented
artist, painted it en plein air just for this book.

Cornell University Press has been for many years the home of so
many essential books on medieval history. We would also like to thank
very much Mahinder Kingra, Karen Hwa, and the entire team at Cor-
nell for their enthusiasm for, support of, and meticulous work on this
project.
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Among these are the VillaI Tatti, the Harvard Center for Italian Renais-
sance Studies, the National Humanities Center, and the Shelby Cul-
lom Davis Center for Historical Studies at Princeton University. We owe
tremendous gratitude to Fredrick C. Harris, dean emeritus of Social
Science at Columbia University, who provided the funds necessary for
the translations.



